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Just  a  white  elephant.'     Is  that  how  you've  thought  of  grandma's  feather 
"bed.    No  use  in  this  day  of  comfortable  mattresses.     And  you've  begrudged 
the  space  it  took  to  store  the  feather  bed. 

Well  ...  times  have  changed  since  grandma's  day.    But  feathers  still 
have  their  uses.    Eave  you  thought  about  converting  the  feather  bed  into 
pretty  feather  comforts.    A  standard  feather  bed  has  the  "makings"  of  10  or 
12  comforts.     They  make  fine,  lightweight  covers.    It  doesn't  take  nearly 
as  much  work  to  make  a  comfort  as  it  takes  to  make  a  quilt.    And  the  cost 
is  just  what  you  pay  for  the  covering  and  the  thread. 

In  Lonoke  county,  Arkansas  ...  the  Extension  specialist  in  home  indus- 
tries showed  farm  women  how  to  make  comforts  from  feather  beds.    After  the 
demonstration  ...  the  farm  women  brought  feather  beds  from  the  attics  and 
bams  where  they  had  been  stored  and  turned  them  into  152  full-sized  feather 
comforts  and  five  crib  comforts.     They  have  the  satin  to  cover  90  more  fea- 
ther comforts  they'll  make  as  they  get  time. 

The  satin — these  Arkansas  homemakers  use — is  a  feather-proof  celanese 
material.     They  chose  soft,   lovely  shades  of  rosedust  ...  gooseberry  ...  wine. 
They  all  went  in  together.     Bought  the  goods  cooperatively  through  their 
county  council  of  hone  demonstration  clubs.    And  this  way  they  were  able  to 
get  the  material  at  wholesale  prices. 
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It  takes  only  nine  yards  of  materia],  to  cover  the  standard  comfort. 
But  the  Arkansas  women  bought  10-yard  lengths  for  each  of  their  comforts. 
Used  the  extra  yard  to  make  a  tuck-in  length  that  keeps  the  comfort  from 
sliding    off  the  "bed.    Even  with  that  extra  length  ...  each  comfort  cost 
only  $5.70. 

The  Arkansas  farm  women  worked  together  to  make  the  comforts.     Met  at 
their  club  houses  for  "comfort  bees"  ...  I  suppose  you  would  call  them.  By 
working  together  they  could  make  up  all  the  comforts  for  one  group  in  one 
day.     That  was  the  general  plan.    But  many  homemakers  were  also  able  to  make 
comforts  at  home  by  themselves.    And  one  farm  leaders  has  turned  her  skill 
into  profit.     She's  making  comforts  to  sell. 

Yes»  ...   times  have  changed.    When  grandma  was  a  girl  ...   she  slept  on 
the  feather  bed.     Today  ...  her  granddaughter  is  converting  grandma's  feather 
bed  into  coaforts.     She  prefers  to  sleep  under  the  feather,  rather  than  on 
them. 
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